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‘To live’ film report
To live is a film that best describes the lifestyle of many ordinary people in modern China. Zhang Yimou gives a massive scope from rough conditions in China during the civil war. The film also portrays the events of inhuman cultural changes that affected the lifestyle of most families. The key focus from the revolution of social structures is one family that struggles through hard times. The success of the couple symbolizes the difficulties that most people go through in their daily lives. The couple uses the available resources and supports each other, hoping that the future will be better.
The film analyzes different aspects of individuals’ real-life experiences. To live is rich in intimacy and incidences as portrayed by the couple’s experiences. At some points, Yimou incorporates comedy and sorrow to show what people go through in their daily lives. The film also gives many ideas that describe how people discover their destinies, while others are forced by circumstances to make impractical decisions. The story of the young man who gambles away the wealth of his family describes incidences that happen to most ordinary people, as they try to make their lives better. The story is based on Northern China, which means that the couple represents the middle-class citizens in the country.
Xu Fungi is the man that chances with his treasures without knowing the consequences of his actions. He loses his family’s old townhouse to Dahong. Later, Dahong refuses to help Fungi with some money, but he gives him some shadow puppets. Despite the predicaments, Fungi’s wife still believes that they would have a quiet life in the future. However, her dreams are disrupted by the Communists ("To Live 1994, Full movie with English subtitle," 2013). Life becomes unpleasing for the couple as they face hardships in trying to make things work out their way. However, they remain devoted to each other with love and support from friends and neighbors. Their abrupt change of lifestyle depicts what many Chinese people experienced under communism.
Fungi’s arrogance makes him lose the treasures that would have supported his family during the hardships. If he had asked for different opinions from other people, he would have benefited with helpful ideas. Fundi’s life explains the reality of life. It means that people should play their roles wisely because a simple mistake can lead to a lifetime problem. The film portrays the male roles in society. Fungi suffer more emotionally after losing most of the things that made him feel secure as a man. He Is forced to struggle to make ends meet and to cater to his wife’s needs during the tragedies, despite owning any valuables. If he hadn’t lost the ancient belonging, life would have been easier.
To live contains some lessons that society should learn about choices that people make in life. The predicaments that Fungi experiences are consequences of his initial actions. Every choice has consequences ("To Live 1994, Full movie with English subtitle," 2013). Fungi’s lover leaves after the family loses everything. Later, Fungi’s father is bitter about his son’s decisions, and he later dies believing that his child brought a downfall to their family. The ancestors had trusted Fungi with the treasures, and they believed that as a man, he had the role in protecting the ancient resources. This means that the choices that people make do not matter, but handing the decisions is crucial in an individual’s life.
To live film shows how most people take their possessions for granted. Some people do not know the value of what they have because they perceive everything as usual. Once someone loses belonging, they finally realize the importance of what is lost. Fungi’s life is an example of what many people go through not only in China but also in other parts of the world. Though the Chinese government was not pleased by the film, Zhang accomplished his aim of analyzing the social factors that affect the Chinese people. Individuals who do not understand the Cultural Revolution should consider viewing To Live.
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